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B-3068 - B-3070 1845-1920
828-814 S. Charles St. (West side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private and semi-public access

This side of the 800 block of S. Charles St. is essentially commercial
in character, with the early houses on the block having been replaced by
a 1920's-era department store (now Stark's furniture and appliance store) at
816-826 S. Charles St. and other later, modern warehouse buildings. The only
surviving early house on the block is 814 S. Charles St., a small two story, two
bay wide brick house with gable roof that was built about 1845. Stark's
furniture store is three stories in height and five double bays wide, constructed
in yellow glazed brick with geometric, Art-Deco influenced trim set in contrasting
colors. At 828 S. Charles St. there is a three story high, three bay wide
building with shed roof and bracketed cornice that was built to serve a
combination residential/commercial use but now serves only as storage space
for a local piano company.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, three bay brick building with shed roof and bracketed cornice
at one time served as Shofer's Piano store but it is now unoccupied. The first floor
area has been converted into a modern store-front.

The building is three stories in height, 20' wide, and runs back on its lot 82'.
The building is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a wooden
cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding supported by a row of modillions
set above a row of dentils. Four grooved brackets support the cornice and connect
it to a lower molding strip. The brick freize area thus formed is punctuated by three
scroll-sawed ventilating panels. The cornice extends around the Henrietta St. corner
of the building for a short distance, supported by one extra bracket. The remainder
of the Henrietta St. cornice is a late Victorian, stepped brick cornice.

The second and third floor window openings have segmentally arched brick lintels
and wood sills. All of the window openings are currently boarded over. The first
floor area has been converted into a modern store-front, with a glass-paneled door
located at the Charles and Henrietta St. corner of the building, flanked by two three-
sided plate glass shop windows set on low aluminum siding bases. The original transom
area above the door has been filled with an air conditioner. A plain stamped sheet
metal cornice, consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding and a plain freize are.,
extends around both the Henrietta and Charles St. facades of the store-front area.

The entrance is reached directly from the sidewalk.

et

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is significant as being representative of the second phase of
commercial/residential construction in the area, being built in the 1870's in the
then popular shed-roofed, Victorian style, with bracketed cornice. This type of
building served the same function as its pre-Civil War gable-roofed predecessor,
the first floor area serving as a store-front and the upper two floors serving as
a residence for the family operating the store below, or to provide rental income
for the landlord. Most such houses have separate street entrances to the private
residential quarters above.

The building most lately served as the Shofer Piano Store. The Shofer family
_«ave been active in the piano and furniture business in this area of Federal HI1l
since the early twentieth century and still operate a large furniture store at
930-938 S. Charles St. (See under 930-938 S. Charles St.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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828 S. Charles Street
Block 0904 Lots 012
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3068 828 S. Charles St.
M.E.H. 6/79

South and east elevations
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